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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Chiefs of ASEAN Railways, Leaders of 

Industry, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

1. It is indeed my great honour to be here this morning at the Opening 

Ceremony of the 45th ASEAN Railways CEOs’ Conference. On 

behalf of the Government of Malaysia and the Ministry of Transport, 

I extend my warmest welcome to all distinguished guests, chief 

executive officers of ASEAN Railways delegates, strategic partners 

who have travelled here to be part of this significant event. 

 

2. Malaysia is privileged to host this prestigious gathering, which unites 

the chief executives and senior of ASEAN’s railway organisations.  

 

3. Serving as Chairman of ASEAN this year, Malaysia sees the hosting 

of the ARCEOs’ Conference as a meaningful extension of our 2025 

chairmanship agenda. This event is fully aligned with our leadership 

role, reflecting our commitment to fostering unity, encouraging 

innovation, and strengthening partnerships throughout Southeast 

Asia.  

 

4. Far more than merely a conference, the ARCEOs’ gathering is a 

testament to our shared ambitions and the spirit of ASEAN unity. It 

reflects Malaysia’s dedication, as Chairman, to ensuring the region’s 

railways remain at the forefront of progress, innovation, and 

cooperation for a resilient and seamlessly connected future. 

 



 
5. Malaysia proudly stands with the ASEAN Community Vision 2045, 

recognizing robust investment in rail infrastructure, both physical 

and digital as an essential pillar for national and regional progress. 

Our commitment is rooted in the belief that efficient rail networks are 

key to strengthening connectivity, reducing logistics costs, and 

ensuring sustainable, equitable mobility for all. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

6. The railway is instrumental in redefining how ASEAN moves 

forward, integrating economies, connecting people, and 

championing environmentally sustainable transport solutions. As we 

deepen regional integration, modern railways will drive both social 

and economic cohesion across our member states.  

 

7. The 45th ARCEOs’ Conference exemplifies our united pursuit of a 

forward-thinking, sustainable transportation system. Through 

collaborative dialogue and idea exchange, we have the opportunity 

not only to inspire innovation and expand partnerships within 

ASEAN, but also to forge meaningful ties with global partners. 

Establishing world-class rail infrastructure is more than a logistical 

achievement; it strengthens our economic resilience, mitigates risks 

from global supply chain disruptions, and amplifies ASEAN’s 

influence on the world stage. 

 

8. For Malaysia, this is in line with our 13th Malaysia Plan (13MP), 

themed Melakar Semula Pembangunan or “charting new 

development” which was recently announced by Honourable Prime 



 
Minister Dato’ Sri Anwar Ibrahim. The 5-year economic plan (2026 

– 2030) provides a strategic framework to implement the goals of 

MADANI economy which is based on three key thrusts: improving 

the living standard of the people, implementing public service reform 

and restructuring the economy.  

 

9. Our nation and to a larger extend ASEAN faced challenges which 

include global economic shifts, future technological and digital 

changes, an aging population and environmental issues. Under 

13MP, we are committed to improve our public transport 

infrastructure availability which includes enhancing financial 

sustainability of public transport operators, encouraging Transit-

Oriented Development (TOD), enhancing public transport 

infrastructure and support facilities as well as restructuring 

Governance and operations of rail transportation.  

 

10. Building on this collective vision of the 45th ARCEO, I would 

like to take this opportunity to commend Keretapi Tanah Melayu 

Berhad (KTMB) for their efforts in hosting this important event. I am 

confident that the insights and initiatives generated over the coming 

days will bring meaningful impact to our industry and position the 

railway sector as a catalyst for continuous regional development.  

 

 

11. The path ahead demands steadfast collaboration between 

governments and industry. As policymakers, our role is to craft an 

enabling environment, facilitating cross-border agreements and 

unlocking investments that support transformative projects like the 



 
Trans-ASEAN railway links. To the CEOs and industry leaders, your 

drive for innovation and operational excellence will be critical in 

realizing our shared ambitions. Together, we are shaping an 

ASEAN where seamless rail connectivity is not just an aspiration, 

but a reality within reach.  

 

Distinguished Guests, 

 

12. On behalf of the Ministry of Transport, Malaysia, I wish all 

delegates a fruitful and meaningful conference. May your 

engagement here in Kuala Lumpur be both productive and 

memorable. 

 

13. With that, and with great optimism for our collective journey 

ahead, it is my honour to declare the 45th ASEAN Railways CEOs’ 

Conference open officially. May your ideas be bold, your 

collaborations be strong and your partnerships be lasting.  

 

14. Thank you, and welcome to Malaysia.  

 


