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Her Excellency Danielle Heinecke

Australian High Commissioner to Malaysia,

Ms. Megasari Widyaty

Assistant Director, Transport Division, ASEAN Secretariat,

Distinguished speakers, partners, delegates and friends,

Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh, and a very good

morning.

1. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the ASEAN Future of
Maritime Conference, held in conjunction with Malaysia Maritime
Week 2025. This conference is convened at a pivotal moment for
the maritime sector, as nations across ASEAN and the Indo-Pacific
region, navigate the profound challenges and opportunities posed
by climate change, decarbonisation and the future of maritime

transport.

2. Malaysia, as a maritime nation and an active Member of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) Council, remains fully
committed to driving a low-carbon and sustainable future for the
shipping industry. This commitment is grounded in action and today,
| am proud to share some of the key national initiatives currently

underway to advance our collective climate ambitions.

3. Among the most significant is the Green Bunkering Regulatory
Roadmap, developed in collaboration with the Government of

Australia through Partnerships for Infrastructure (P4l). This

2



roadmap lays a vital foundation for the safe, sustainable and
scalable deployment of low-carbon marine fuels in Malaysia and
across the region. It represents not only regulatory foresight but also
a strong example of regional collaboration to achieve maritime

decarbonisation goals.

Additionally, Malaysia is finalising the Malaysia Maritime
Masterplan 2026-2040. This forward-looking strategy embeds
climate action and low-carbon growth into long-term sectoral
planning with clear aims to strengthen domestic shipping, raise
service quality and enhance the maritime sector's contribution to

national economic development.

We are also undertaking institutional and legal reforms to support
this transformation. The Malaysia Maritime Law Revision and
Reform Committee (MLRRC) has been tasked with modernising
our legal framework to ensure alignment with international
environmental and safety standards. Most recently, the Ministry is
expediting the finalisation and gazettement of subsidiary
legislation under the Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Act
2017 (Act A1551). This will enable full enforcement of the Act,
particularly in key areas such as pollution control, ship safety and

clean shipping standards.

But we recognise that maritime decarbonisation cannot succeed in
silos. It requires robust and enduring partnerships across
governments, industries, ports, financial institutions and
international agencies. This is precisely the spirit in which this

conference is convened to catalyse dialogue and share innovations

3



that will shape the future of green shipping corridors, alternative

fuels and inclusive maritime growth in ASEAN and Australia.

7.  Throughout today’s programme, we will explore critical themes from
the safe handling of emerging marine fuels to labour policy
innovations that support a just transition for our maritime workforce.
We will also examine investment frameworks and public-private
models that can unlock capital and technology for sustainable port

and shipping development.

8. Malaysia firmly believes that green shipping must not only reduce
emissions, it must uplift communities, enhance resilience and
protect those most vulnerable to climate risk. This includes ensuring
that no one is left behind especially our workers, seafarers and
coastal populations whose lives are deeply intertwined with the

maritime economy.

9. Aswe engage in today’s discussions, | hope this forum will serve as
a springboard for deeper ASEAN cooperation, grounded in shared
principles of sustainability, inclusivity and resilience. Let us work
together not just to meet our targets, but to shape a maritime future

that is equitable, ambitious and anchored in regional solidarity.

10. | thank all speakers, partners and delegates for your participation
and contributions. | look forward to a productive day of insight,

innovation and impactful collaboration.

Thank you.

Wassalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh.
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